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Dorset is changing – help us shape it.

Dorset Council is preparing a new Local Plan to guide development. The consultation explores how much development we should provide and identifies opportunity sites for new homes, employment land and traveller sites. It also identifies areas of opportunity for wind and solar power.

The Local Plan options consultation is available to view at www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/dorset-is-changing. You can comment on the Local Plan by completing all or part of this survey online or by using this form. You can also view the site options on a map online and make your comments. Alternatively comment on the site options using the site response form. You can view a paper copy of the Local Plan Options Consultation at your local Dorset library or at County Hall, Dorchester.  

If you need help with the survey, please contact the Planning Policy team at planningpolicyconsult@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk or 01305 838334. 

You are able to give your views between 18 August 2025 and 13 October 2025.

The consultation will begin on
18 August 2025 and end on 13 October 2025




How can I make a comment? 
To give your views, please: 
· Make sure you give your name and either postal or email address along with your postcode so that your response can be considered appropriately.
· Use the official form.
· Make your comments within the consultation period to ensure they are considered.
· If you are part of a group that shares a common view, please include a list of the contact details of each person (including names, addresses, emails, telephone numbers and signatures) along with a completed form providing details of the named lead representative.
· Continue on separate sheets if necessary.
Please note: 
· Representations cannot be treated as confidential. By completing a representation, you agree to your name (but not your address) and comments being made available for public viewing.
· The council do not accept any responsibility for the contents of the comments submitted. We reserve the right to remove any comments containing defamatory, abusive or malicious allegations.
You can respond: 
Online 
View the consultation and submit your response online via the following link: 
www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/dorset-is-changing
The benefits of providing your response this way are as follows:
· less impact on the environment as we do not need to use paper or postage
· you will be emailed a copy of your response as confirmation once submitted
· you will be able to start your response, save it, and return to it at a later date - a confirmation email will send you a link to where you left off
· using the online survey greatly assists our analysis of the responses, enabling more efficient and effective consideration of the issues raised
E-mail
We can also accept responses emailed to us, preferably using this form.
planningpolicyconsult@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk

Written responses
There are paper copies of the response form available upon request for those without internet or
computer access.
Please telephone 01305 838334 to request a copy. 
Responses returned by post should reference the Dorset Council Local Plan Consultation 2025 and be sent to the Spatial Planning Team, Dorset Council, County Hall, Colliton Park, Dorchester, Dorset DT1 1XJ.


Part A
Please complete one part A form

	
	Individual 
	Agent (if applicable)

	Name*
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Click or tap here to enter text.

	Organisation 
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Click or tap here to enter text.

	Address line 1*
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Click or tap here to enter text.

	Address line 2
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Click or tap here to enter text.

	Address line 3
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Click or tap here to enter text.

	Town
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Click or tap here to enter text.

	Postcode*
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Click or tap here to enter text.

	Email address*
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Click or tap here to enter text.


Client’s details if applicable:
	Name*
	Click or tap here to enter text.

	Organisation 
	Click or tap here to enter text.

	Address line 1*
	Click or tap here to enter text.

	Address line 2
	Click or tap here to enter text.

	Address line 3
	Click or tap here to enter text.

	Town
	Click or tap here to enter text.

	Postcode*
	Click or tap here to enter text.

	Email address*
	Click or tap here to enter text.


*essential fields
Group representations 
If your representation is on behalf of a group, ensure the lead representative completes the contact details box above. Also, please state here how many people support the representation:Click or tap here to enter text.


Part B
Opportunity sites
Which site are you commenting on?LA/THOR/004 Land at Pound Road

What are the main considerations for this site?
a. Specific design requirements ☒☐☐  Tick
b. Natural environment and ecology ☒☐☐  Tick
c. Landscape and visual ☒☐☐  Tick
d. Heritage ☐
e. Flood risk ☒☐☐   Tick
f. Amenity, health, education ☒☐☐  Tick
g. Transport (access and movement) ☒☐☐  Tick
h. Green Belt (if applicable) ☐
i. Other issues ☒☐☐  Tick
Please provide further details on these considerations, and how they might be addressed
A survey of Thornford at a meeting of the Parish Council on 1st October 2025 indicated that residents would prefer no large scale developments in the village.  At the same meeting on a show of hands only 6 residents out of approximately 100 attendees indicated support for development at this location.
Concerns were raised about Health and Education infrastructure both of which are deemed inadequate.  Residents stated that the Yetminster Doctors’ surgery is very busy, and both primary and secondary schools in the area are short of places. There are concerns about the transport links with the narrow roads between Sherborne and the A37 (either at Stoford or Ryme Intrinsica) being used as a rat run as drivers seek to avoid congestion at Babylon Hill if they use the A30.  There is no regular bus service to the village, the only service being a one journey once a week to Sherborne or Yeovil on alternate Fridays.
Access from the proposed site to Pound Road, if developed, would appear to be poor because of visibility on that part of the road, it being on a bend.  In addition there are ecological issues, flood risk, visual amenity.
There is also a general concern that over recent years all new development in Thornford has taken place on the North Eastern side of the village which as a result the village has become lop sided.
There is also concern about the types of housing as the most recent development (Wingfield Place) did not follow the vernacular styles of the village and the styles that were used should not be used as a design guide for future development in the village.  This is also coupled with a lack of employment opportunities in the village and those in Sherborne as indicated in the Local Plan Documents are inadequate for the proposed number of houses in Thornford and Neighbouring villages.
Given the concerns of residents the Parish Council feels it cannot support development on this site and considers that the site should be withdrawn from the Local Plan.




Which site are you commenting on?LA/THOS/003 Land at Longford Road

What are the main considerations for this site?
j. Specific design requirements ☐  Tick
k. Natural environment and ecology ☐  Tick
l. Landscape and visual ☐  Tick
m. Heritage ☐
n. Flood risk ☐   Tick
o. Amenity, health, education ☐  Tick
p. Transport (access and movement) ☐  Tick
q. Green Belt (if applicable) ☐
r. Other issues ☐  Tick
Please provide further details on these considerations, and how they might be addressed

A survey of Thornford residents at a meeting of the Parish Council on 1st October 2025 indicated that residents would prefer no large scale developments in the village.  At the same meeting on a show of hands over half of those present indicated that if either site were to be developed in Thornford then this site to the South Western end of the village would be preferred albeit most were concerned that the number of houses proposed was too high.
There are difficulties with this site, there are overhead power transmission lines (believed to be high but not ultra high voltage), the southern most part of the site is prone to flooding, there are believed to be foul water pipe issues, it is green field, plus all the environmental issues.
The Parish Council is aware that a refusal to accept any development in the village is probably not in the best interests of the residents as some development could be brought forward against the wishes of the Parish Council.  The Council, albeit reluctantly, therefore accepts that this site could be developed but the number of houses is too high.
Dealing first with the houses it is felt that 105 houses is too many and that a more realistic number would be around 50-60.  The properties should have a mix of homes, not all 2 / 3 bedroom houses but some 3 / 4 bedroom houses should be included.  Some bungalows as well as family homes taking into account that Thornford is attractive to retirement age people which given the lack of employment opportunity locally and in the Local Plan document could be a solution to a persistent problem with commuting by car on our narrow roads.
The Parish Council recognises the policy for affordable homes but the lack of local employment makes the village less suited to affordable housing for social rent, although shared ownership and homes for key workers could match the current residential profile.  If the site were to be developed affordable social rented homes could be satisfied using a commuted sum for development elsewhere.
There would need to be adequate parking on site as on street parking along Longford road is not practicable.  This means that a restrictive condition requiring no commercial vehicles (although not HGVs) being parked on site would not be acceptable, self employed residents should be able to park their vehicles on their own property.
Some provision could be made to reserve some buildings (maybe 2 or 3) as employment use suitable for small cottage type businesses, thus encouraging residents to find employment without commuting.
Transport links to the village are poorly provided.  There is no regular bus service, the only service being one journey a week either to Sherborne or Yeovil on alternate weeks.  The Heart of Wessex rail line runs from Bristol to Weymouth with a two hourly service which is not convenient for work travel.  Taxi and Private hire is available but very expensive, a one way journey from Yeovil to Thornford can be over £30 which precludes this as an option  for those on fixed incomes.  

This leads residents being reliant on car travel which on the narrow roads in the area is a problem.  In addition to local traffic these roads also carry traffic using it as a rat run between Sherborne and the A37 (either at Stoford or Ryme Intrinsica) by drivers who wish to avoid congestion on the A30 at Babylon Hill.
Those residents without their own motor transport have to rely on local services. The village shop and Post Office offers a six day service with two of those days being only morning opening.  There is a village pub which whilst popular does not open every day of the week.
There is a thriving community in the village with a number of clubs and activities which makes Thornford a close knit community and a good place to live.  This however does question whether  a large number of houses aimed at younger working age people is the best mix for the village.
There is a shortage of school places both at Primary and Secondary level, those attending school in Sherborne at secondary level do have a school bus service which given the narrow roads is sometimes a mixed blessing.
There are also concerns whether a high number of homes with young families would overload the local Doctors’ surgery in Yetminster.
A number of the issues discussed above could be mitigated if a development of the site were undertaken and the Parish Council would welcome the opportunity to be engaged with the process at the earliest possible time.
We have prepared a list of things that the Council would like to see implemented should development proceed.  This list is not exclusive but should include:
1.  Consideration of extending the 30mph zone to the edge of the site;
2.  The provision of hard paving along Longford Road to join onto existing pavements on road safety grounds;
3.  The provision on site of some play facility for younger children;
4.  We would like residents to be engaged with the naming of the roadways on any development;
5.  We would like to be engaged at the design stage of any development;
6.  We would expect an Environmental Impact Assessment and any associated mitigation to be part of any development.
In addition to our comments on this site we would also like to comment that the development of 400 houses in Yetminster and over 2000 homes in Sherborne will exacerbate the problems we have highlighted with regards to traffic, education and health services to the detriment to our residents.
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