Dorset Local Transport Plan (LTP) 2026 to 2041
Introduction
The draft local transport plan for Dorset from 2026 to 2041 has been published and is open for comment from any interested parties with a closing date for comments being 13th October 2025.
This plan – in association with the draft local plan for Dorset - will determine the long term future for Dorset.  Following the closing date, input will be considered and then the final plan will be issued.
Detail
The Dorset Local Plan is a combined plan for Dorset and Bournemouth-Christchurch and Poole (BCP).  This complicates the plan greatly as the BCP area is highly urbanised whereas Dorset is a largely rural area (apart from the Dorchester-Weymouth area) and therefore, priorities and delivery options are very different.  Furthermore, the plan acknowledges that National objectives such as “net zero” and urban air quality directives are the main drivers of the plan.  In addition, the plan points out that significant funding – either from central Government or from private investor – is needed to deliver much of the plan.  The plan also briefly mentions the possibility of investigating addition sources of income including 
· lane rental permit schemes (such as Kent County Council) and moving traffic regulation orders (such as Bristol City Council) to improve network performance and safety
·  workplace parking levy (such as Nottingham City Council) to deliver transformational public transport infrastructure;
· Clean air zones (CAZS) (as per Bath and North East Somerset Council) to provide cleaner and healthier air;
· and the use of parking charge revenue to fund improved and more effective traffic enforcement (as per Brighton and Hove City Council)
A further difference to the Housing Plan is that there is relatively little detail about specific plans included in the document but rather has a “broad brush” approach.
Objectives
The plan details 6 objectives (along with sub objectives) as detailed below
· A - Safeguard the climate and environment 
· align transport carbon emissions with local and national net-zero targets 
· provide comprehensive zero-emission vehicle charging/refuelling 
· make public transport, walking, wheeling and cycling preferred for many trips 
· leverage digital technologies to reduce travel need 
· achieve legal air-quality limits (NO₂, PM) 
· adopt nature-positive design, enhance biodiversity in street schemes 
· B - Improve health and wellbeing 
· increase active-mode and public-transport journeys 
· prioritise walking, wheeling and cycling in street design 
· deliver a connected, inclusive network of active-travel routes 
· boost community physical and mental health via more frequent services 
· minimise transport’s negative health impacts 
· C - Create Accessible and Prosperous Places
· towns and cities grow around sustainable transport options
· everyone can reach jobs, schools and services easily
· ports and airports are well connected by reliable transport
· new housing is built in places with good transport links
· people naturally choose to walk, wheel, cycle or use public transport
· D - Enable a Safer Transport System
· streets are safer and designed for people
· fewer people are harmed on roads
· children feel safe walking or cycling to school
· everyone feels safe using transport at any time
· E - Maintain a Resilient and Fit-for-Purpose Transport Network
· roads and transport systems can handle bad weather and emergencies
· services bounce back quickly after disruptions
· all transport assets are planned and managed sustainably
· new infrastructure is built to last and reduce its impact on the environment 
· councils work better with utility companies to reduce roadworks
· the network adapts to new travel habits and technologies 
· F - Ensure Public Transport is Inclusive and Accessible
· buses run more often and for longer hours
· more people use public transport to reach work, school and hospitals
· fewer people feel left out due to poor transport access
· public transport connects smoothly with walking, cycling and car-sharing
· mobility hubs offer travel info, deliveries, charging and community spaces
· digital tools make public transport easier to use
Most – if not all – of these objectives are hard to argue with.
The plan outlines 3 timescales for the plan
· Short-term (IP1: 2026–2031): mature, well-defined schemes ready for early delivery.
· Medium-term (IP2: 2031–2036): projects requiring further development and design work.
· Long-term (IP3: 2036–2041): transformational, complex initiatives needing sustained planning
The plan only details potential funding sources for the short-term plans and points out that funding for medium and long term plans is highly uncertain.
Delivery
The Plan details “what will be delivered” as follows
We have five local area plans to meet the different transport needs of each part of Dorset and BCP. This helps us focus on what each area needs most, tailored to local people, places, and priorities.  
South Eastern Dorset
· Will benefit from better links to BCP, new cycle routes, improved bus services, and a pilot scheme to improve rural mobility. 
Central Dorset
· Will see upgrades to key roads, improved access to Portland Port, and an expanded e-bike scheme. 
Northern Dorset
· Will focus on enhancing rural transport, extending the North Dorset Trailway, and improving access to rail and bus services. 
Western Dorset
· Will see improvements to bus routes, walking and cycling infrastructure, and measures to manage seasonal congestion. 
Bournemouth, Christchurch and Poole
· The focus is on improving connections between the 3 towns, expanding EV charging, upgrading bus and rail stations, and making school journeys safer. 
· A range of county-wide schemes will support the delivery of a cleaner, safer, and more inclusive transport network. These initiatives include expanding electric vehicle charging infrastructure, promoting car clubs and shared mobility, and supporting the transition to zero-emission buses and freight. Active travel will be encouraged through new walking and cycling routes, improved rights of way, and safer school journeys. Road safety will be enhanced with 20mph zones, better junctions, and targeted education campaigns. Public transport will benefit from multi-operator ticketing, mobility hubs, and demand-responsive services, especially in rural areas. Smarter traffic management and coordinated roadworks will help reduce disruption and improve network resilience. These county-wide actions will complement local area plans and ensure consistent progress across our area. 

North Dorset Area
Thorhhackett PC area falls under the North Dorset area and the plan details the following schemes for consideration.
About the area
Northern Dorset is a predominantly rural area, characterised by its rolling countryside and historic market towns. The main towns include Gillingham, Shaftesbury, Sherborne, Sturminster Newton, and Stalbridge. These serve as key service and employment centres.
Gillingham is the largest town and a designated growth centre, with significant development planned through the Gillingham Southern Extension. This includes around 1,800 new homes, employment land, and supporting infrastructure. Gillingham also benefits from a railway station on the Exeter-London Waterloo line and four industrial estates, making it a strategic hub for both transport and employment. 
Transport links
Transport connectivity is shaped by the rural character of the area and dispersed population. 
Gillingham and Sherborne rail stations offer direct rail services to London and Exeter, providing important train services for commuters and businesses.
Local bus services, supported by Dorset Council, link rural communities and market towns. Key routes include the CR2 (Shaftesbury-Gillingham), CR3 (Sturminster Newton-Gillingham), CR4 (Yeovil-Sturminster Newton-Blandford) and CR7 (Shaftesbury-Blandford).
Community transport schemes, such as community minibus schemes, volunteer driver networks, and dial-a-ride options, play a vital role in ensuring mobility for residents who may not have access to private vehicles or regular public transport. 
The A350 is a key north - south route running through Shaftesbury and Blandford Forum. It is a vital freight and commuter route but faces resilience and safety challenges.
The A303, located just north of Gillingham, is a major east-west trunk road, providing strategic access to the wider region and is a key corridor for tourism and logistics. The A30, running west of Shaftesbury, offers an alternative east-west route through Sherborne and Yeovil, supporting regional connectivity and resilience.
The Northern Dorset Trailway provides a multiuse path that follows the route of the former Somerset and Dorset Railway. It currently runs from Sturminster Newton to Spetisbury, passing through Blandford Forum and several villages. The Trailway is a key asset for active travel and recreation, supporting walking, cycling, and horse riding. 
Connections to nearby regional centres such as Yeovil and Salisbury are especially important for Northern Dorset’s residents and economy. Yeovil, located to the west, provides access to higher education, specialist healthcare and major employers in aerospace and manufacturing. 
Salisbury, to the northeast, offers a wider range of retail, cultural, and administrative services. Strengthening these links will ensure access to essential services beyond the county boundary.
Delivery Plan 2026 to 2041
The Implementation Plan for this area will enhance rural mobility and improve connectivity, both within the area and to neighbouring economic centres. We will focus on supporting greater travel choice, reducing isolation and supporting sustainable economic growth across the area.
To reduce transport emissions and safeguard the climate and environment, we will:
Expand the electric vehicle (EV) charging network across Northern Dorset, including rapid charging hubs in town centres and on-street charging in residential areas that lack off-street parking. EV car clubs and car sharing schemes will be promoted in new developments and rural communities to encourage shared mobility. We will work in partnership with local bus operators to transition to electric buses by 2035.
To support healthier and safer communities with improved travel options, we will: 
Deliver high-priority routes identified in the Active Travel Infrastructure Plan (ATIP), such as the Shaftesbury-Gillingham and Sherborne-Yeovil corridors, and links within town centres, to provide safe, attractive walking, wheeling and cycling connections. The North Dorset Trailway will be extended north from Sturminster Newton and south towards Poole, enhancing long-distance active travel opportunities and linking communities along the former railway line.
These improvements will be supported by safe routes to schools initiatives and the introduction of 20mph zones in towns and villages, to improve safety and encourage walking and cycling.
To create accessible and prosperous places, we will:
Undertake town centre traffic management schemes in Sherborne, Shaftesbury, and Gillingham will help reduce to traffic volumes entering the town centres and encourage short journeys to be made on foot or by bike.
To enable safer journeys, we will: 
Improve safety and resilience along the A350 and A30 corridors. These routes are vital for freight, commuting, and regional access. Localised traffic management interventions are proposed to reduce the impact of through-traffic on communities. These interventions will be designed to address congestion, improve safety, and support the movement of goods and services across the region. 
To provide a resilient and fit for purpose transport network, we will: 
Improve how we manage roads by investing in infrastructure, using smarter traffic systems and coordinating roadworks more effectively to reduce disruption. This will help avoid overlapping works and minimise delays, while a proposed Lane Rental Scheme could encourage quicker completion of roadworks. We are also adopting real-time traffic monitoring to ease congestion, prioritise buses, and enhance safety, alongside better digital communication to keep the public informed about closures and travel conditions.
To improve public transport to meet the needs of our residents and visitors, we will: 
Enhance the frequency and reliability of bus services on strategic inter-urban routes, such as Blandford-Shaftesbury-Gillingham and Yeovil-Sturminster Newton-Blandford, providing better access to employment, education, and healthcare. Saturday bus services will be extended to ensure consistent service levels throughout the week. The introduction of zero-emission buses will modernise the fleet, reduce emissions, and improve the passenger experience.
Develop rural mobility hubs and a pilot demand-responsive transport (DRT). This pilot will serve the rural areas surrounding Gillingham and Shaftesbury, offering flexible transport options to connect residents with key services and tourist destinations. These hubs will also support interchange with other sustainable modes, including cycling and car sharing.
Improve rail accessibility by supporting improvements at Gillingham and Sherborne stations to ensure they are fully accessible to all users. This includes the provision of step-free access via lifts or ramps, improved signage, enhanced waiting areas, and better integration with local bus and active travel networks. These upgrades will make rail travel more inclusive and convenient, particularly for people with mobility impairments, parents with pushchairs, and older residents.
Community transport will continue to play a vital role. Volunteer driver schemes, community minibuses, and dial-a-ride services will be supported to ensure that residents without access to conventional public transport can still reach essential services. These services are particularly important for older residents and those living in isolated rural areas.
Specific short term plans are also included for North Dorset under Annex K and L – these are copied below
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Annex L: Objective B – Improve health and wellbeing
Ref: 1 Priority Active Travel Infrastructure Plan (ATIP) routes
Priority routes as identified through the ATIP that connect residential areas with town centres, employment sites, schools, hospitals and transport interchanges. 
Cost estimate: ££
IP1 activity: Development and delivery
IP2 activity: Delivery
IP3 activity: Delivery
Ref: 2 Developing Rights of Way and Green Infrastructure
Delivery of improvements identified in the ROWIP that help to make better use of the PROW network to meet wider LTP objectives, including extending the North Dorset Trailway northwards from Sturminster Newton and southwards into Poole.
Cost estimate: ££
IP1 activity: Development and delivery
IP2 activity: Development and delivery
IP3 activity: Not applicable
Objective C – Create accessible and prosperous places
Ref: 3 Town centre traffic management and access improvements
Packages of traffic management, junction improvements, public realm and active travel infrastructure to reduce traffic volumes entering town centres and encourage short journeys to be made on foot or by bike.
Cost estimate: ££
IP1 activity: Development and delivery
IP2 activity: Delivery
IP3 activity: Not applicable
Objective D – Enable a safer transportation system
Ref: 4 Cluster site identification, development and delivery of priority
Develop and deliver priority schemes as identified through annual cluster site analysis.
Cost estimate: ££
IP1 activity: Development and delivery
IP2 activity: Development and delivery
IP3 activity: Development and delivery
Objective E – A resilient and fit for purpose transport network
Ref: 5 Localised traffic management interventions along the A350 corridor
Localised interventions to reduce the impacts of traffic on local communities and improve safety and route resilience.
Cost estimate: ££
IP1 activity: Development and delivery
IP2 activity: Delivery
IP3 activity: Not applicable
Objective F – Public transport that is inclusive and accessible
Ref: 6 Increase bus service frequency on strategic bus network
Enhance the frequency and reliability of bus services on strategic inter-urban routes, such as Blandford-Shaftesbury–Gillingham and Yeovil–Sturminster Newton–Blandford, providing better access to employment, education, and healthcare. Saturday bus services will be extended to ensure consistent service levels throughout the week. The introduction of zero-emission buses will modernise the fleet, reduce emissions, and improve the passenger experience.
Cost estimate: ££
IP1 activity: Development and delivery
IP2 activity: Delivery
IP3 activity: Not applicable
Ref: 7 Introduce mobility hubs and integrate hub and spoke service model
Creation of new or enhanced mobility hubs. These hubs will include improved cycle storage, waiting facilities, parcel lockers, and travel information for seamless interchange between modes including walking, cycling, lift-shares, and taxis, supporting first and last mile trip legs. Hub locations to include Sherborne, Gillingham, and Shaftesbury.
Cost estimate: ££
IP1 activity: Development and delivery
IP2 activity: Development and delivery
IP3 activity: Not applicable
Ref: 8 North Dorset Rural Mobility Pilot
This pilot will serve the rural areas surrounding Gillingham and Shaftesbury, offering flexible transport options to connect residents with key services and tourist destinations. These hubs will also support interchange with other sustainable modes, including cycling and car sharing.
Cost estimate: £
IP1 activity: Development and delivery
IP2 activity: Delivery
IP3 activity: Not applicable
Ref: 9 Extend weekend services on strategic bus network
Reintroduce Saturday services on core route network. Timetables to match Mon-Fri operation. Enhanced routes to include: CR2 (Gillingham -Shaftesbury), CR3 (Gillingham - Sturminster Newton), CR4 (Blandford - Yeovil), CR5 (Dorchester - Yeovil), CR6(Bridport - Yeovil), CR7 (Blandford - Shaftesbury).
Cost estimate: £
IP1 activity: Development and delivery
IP2 activity: Not applicable
IP3 activity: Not applicable
Ref: 10 Dorset rail stations accessibility programme
Support Network Rail and Train Operating Companies to make Gillingham and Sherborne stations fully accessible, including delivery of step-free access (such as lifts or ramps) and improved station facilities for passengers.
Cost estimate: ££
IP1 activity: Development and delivery
IP2 activity: Development and delivery
IP3 activity: Not applicable
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