
Thornhackett Parish Council Environment Champion Report July 2024. 

This months report forms an agenda for the Presentation by Sustainable Thornford (ST) to 
the PC on the Green Action Plan, with additional notes on resolving matters discussed in 
recent meetings.  
GAP Presentation:- 
As you know Thornhackett PC declared a Climate and Nature Emergency  ( C & NE) in May 
2023. Since then ST has been assisting with a survey and questionnaire process on behalf 
of the PC, culminating in a Green Action Plan (GAP). The presentation will help the PC and 
ST understand how we can help each other to maintain momentum on the  GAP Priorities. 
ST need to pass on some of these activities that may lie in the more formal local 
administration category of the PC. This would free up ST to work on a number of their own 
priority issues.  The PC needs to start to identify and prioritise dealing with the changes 
that are necessary to meet the County Council’s and Government targets for transition to 
Net Zero Carbon emissions, this will help develop a community resilience locally for 
which the PC could in our opinion be the hub. Meanwhile the highest air temperature in 
Europe to date in June 2024 was recorded at 48.8 degrees in Sicily, and the Met office 
reported this month, that we will breach the Global 1.5 degree threshold. This breach is 
likely to result in further vulnerabilities arising from the loss of a stable climate. There is 
no time like the present to do as much as you can to help. 
We have investigated and progressed the top 6 items from the survey: 1.Flooding of roads 
and access routes;  2.Speeding by traffic through the Parish;  3.A Regular Bus Service ; 4. 
Protection and Enhancement of wildlife habitats; 5. Safe cycling or "active travel" routes 
; and 6. Village Hall decarbonisation. We will present on all of these on the 17th July. 

Additional Items:  Local issues which have been discussed at previous meetings, yet to 
be resolved include; A. Creating a definition of what is an appropriate time to make 
comments on planning applications requesting Swift and Bee bricks; B. A response to the 
Wriggle Valley bus funding request; C. The pursuit of the EV charge point for Thornford; D. 
Applying for Tree planting grants from DorsetCC; E. Recording the C&NE Declaration, and 
Environment Champion reports, on the PC website, and acting upon the statements 
made in that Declaration.  

New initiatives that we recommend the PC consider to help it respond to the C & NE 
Declaration could include ;1. Assess all suppliers for their environmental credentials ie 
do they have plans or actions to transition away from burning of fossil fuels, use of 
plastics? 2. Commence a plan for the Parish Council to become Carbon Neutral 3. All 
Councillors undertake anonymously a carbon footprint review, to be recorded and 
publicised only as an average number by the Environment Champion and updated 
annually to monitor progress as an example to the wider community , it can be completed 
here https://footprint.wwf.org.uk/ and results sent back to me. 4. Develop PC 
communication channels, reliable sources of local information will become important. 

Many thanks,  Ian Young: Thornhackett Environment  Champion, July 2024 

https://footprint.wwf.org.uk/

