Thornhackett Parish Council, Environment Champion Report September 2024.

This months report follows the Presentation made by Sustainable Thornford (ST) to the
PC on the Thornhackett questionnaire and resulting Green Action Plan.

The presentation confirmed ST need to pass some of the activities that they have
progressed, over to the PC to take forward. Primarily those with Dorset Council
involvement. The PC is much better placed to formally progress these priorities identified
in the community survey, involving Highways.

An updated summary on the 6 top priorities follows:- 1.Flooding of roads and access

routes: The Highways “surgery” on the 11" September in Sherborne, was attended, and
Highways reminded of flood problems and the need for maintenance. The first heavy rain
in August caused minor flooding at Stoford indicating that the PC should keep contact
with Highways, in order to try to encourage them to keep at least one route open in wet
weather. 2.Speeding by traffic through the Parish; Monitoring is progressing, we hope for
updates from the PC at the September meeting. 3.A Regular Bus Service; A PC working
party was set up at the last meeting, in response to the Wriggle Valley/Plus Bus initiative
and email. | understand that this group has not yet met. It may become too late for this
Wriggle Valley project to keep waiting for us. Please confirm that pending the working
party, a holding response has been or can be sent to their request for funding. Regarding
funding we believe £800 was allocated to replacing the Bembury Lane bench, this has
now been repaired and it may be possible, if the PC agree, to release this budget for the
bus? Please could you vote on this aspect? 4. Protection and Enhancement of wildlife
habitats; ST members have had a lengthy dialogue with Magna Housing and Dorset
Council Highways, about land at the junction of Longford Road with Longdown, there is a
verge which is a visibility splay, but was not cut until late June/early July this year. This is
a potential wildflower planting area. DC Highways say it will be possible in part, however
subject to an agreed planting scheme and a Licence at a fee of £85, we believe annual.
Can the PC vote to take on these investigations as we have no banking facility and do not
really see why we as individuals should pay to have a village verge left for wildflowers. 5.
Safe cycling or "active travel" routes ; Sustrans have not responded to requests for
updates and DC active travel contact advise Sustrans will have to approve any
amendments. 6. Village Hall decarbonisation. This is awaiting Trustee approval to
progress negotiations.

Additional Items: 1. Wyke Farm has been considered at a separate meeting. 2.From

previous meetings | await response from Dorset CC on an EV charge point for Thornford.
3. We hope that the PC will be applying for Tree planting grants from DorsetCC if still
available. 4. Dorset  Council have an ongoing Big  Conversation
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/a-big-conversation, they are seeking community
views on four main areas : “growing our economy, providing high quality housing,
responding to the climate crisis, supporting communities for all”, please take time to
respond online, to encourage parishoners to respond, or attend their presentation in
Sherborne on 15.09.24 from 10 am Digby Hall. 5. Hazelbury Bryan Parish are holding
a presentation on their Parish Eco Initiatives on 6" October check their Parish website for
details.


https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/a-big-conversation

Please confirm that these reports can be appended to Meeting Minutes, and that the PC
declaration of Climate emergency will be identified clearly on the website

Many thanks, lan Young: Thornhackett Environment Champion, September 2024



